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Photography 
We are particularly fortunate to have some very 

capable and keen photographers to capture our 

sailing week in and week out.  Many of these 

photographs are displayed on the sailing club’s 

Facebook page.  Search for “Waldringfield Sailing 

Club” in Facebook if you haven’t yet seen it. 

 

All of the water-based photographs in this 

newsletter have been taken by our two most 

prodigious photographers, Alexis Smith and Juliet 

Dearlove.  Thank you both for sharing your efforts 

with us. 

 

 

Meet Jane, our new secretary 

 
 

Both Chris and I are originally from 

Northumberland and moved to Suffolk 22 years 

ago.  We were introduced as a family to 

Waldringfield Sailing Club nearly five years ago.  

Chris has sailed in the Laser fleet and our teenage 

children Emma and Katie have been busy with 

Cadets.  Emma has now outgrown the Cadet and 

sails with Chris in a Hunter 707.  I have always 

had my feet firmly planted on shore but enjoy 

watching the sailing, chatting with friends and 

walking the local footpaths of Waldringfield with 

our dog Tilly. 

 

Jane Spark 

 

House round-up 

Tuesday BOBS group 
Did you know that a small but dedicated Band Of 

Brothers and Sisters (BOBS) are at the Sailing 

Club almost every week throughout the sailing 

season? 

 

What are they doing? 

 

Well apart from drinking coffee and catching up 

with friends, these folks actually play a key role in 

keeping the fabric of the clubhouse and its vicinity 

in good order. 

 

Little by little, they are ticking off a long list of 

jobs that otherwise wouldn’t get done, or we 

would have to pay a contractor to do for us. 

 

Repairing leaking showers, rotten wood and fitting 

out the changing rooms are just a few of the very 

many jobs that they undertake behind the scenes. 

 

BOBS is the brain child of Mike Oldroyd and 

along with his team of helpers, we owe them all a 

huge debt of gratitude. 

 

If you happen to be looking for something sociable 

and worthwhile to do on your Tuesday mornings, 

then why not have a quiet word with Mike, or just 

turn up and see what it is all about for yourself. 

 

Repairs to the river wall 
Over the years, some of the wooden beams in the 

wall that retains the bank outside of the club house 

have started to rot away. 

 

At first we explored the use of a professional 

contractor to repair the wall, but each contractor 

had a different idea of what needed to be done, not 

to mention the cost implications. 

 

In the end under the leadership of Roger Challis 

and Terry Watson, and under the expert eye of 

Nigel Steer, a small group of volunteers agreed 

how to make the repair ourselves. 

 

The planning all came good when one Saturday 

morning another team of volunteers assembled to 

strip back the turf, whilst the “engineering party” 



got on with the main task in hand.  Well before 

lunch time the work was completed and we now 

have a wall that will be sound for a good few years 

to come. 

 
Photo courtesy of: Ian Videlo 

 

Access to the clubhouse 

 

Car park barrier 

 

Guests and the Visitors’ Book 

 
 

Support boat maintenance 
Once again a small band of volunteers are owed a 

huge debt of gratitude from all sailors for their 

hard work over the winter in preparing our support 

fleet and committee boat for this season. 

 

Social round-up 

Cycling at Alton Water 
On Sunday March 9

th
 the ground had finally dried 

out after the winter rain, and the sun was shining 

down on Alton Water.  An intrepid group of 

members assembled for a circumnavigation of the 

Alton Water reservoir.   

 

This really was Waldringfield Sailing Club at its 

best.  Young and not-so-young united in a 

common activity.   

 

Everyone made it home successfully, with just one 

puncture to attend to. 

 

After a relaxing lunch from the sailing centre, 

everyone agreed it had been a most enjoyable day 

out. 

 

Photo courtesy of: Neil Fletcher 

Congratulations to Mike Oldroyd and Peter Crofts for 

giving the youngsters a run for their money. 

Good Friday in Woodbridge 
On Good Friday, after a particularly hard day’s sailing, 

the friendly welcome, great food and excellent 

company assembled at the Kings Head pub in 

Woodbridge was most welcome. 

It was good to see a good cross-section of members 

from almost all of our classes supporting this event, 

which was kindly organized for us by Nellie Nunn. 

We did hear that some people who had intended to 

come, found that after a warm bath, bed was just too 

inviting! 

Waldringfield SC is a friendly, family-oriented 

club and guests are always very welcome. 

 

However, we do just ask that you sign them in 

using the visitors’ book near the entrance to the 

club room so that we can remain fully compliant 

with our licensing obligations. 

Apparently there are times when members have 

reported finding the car park barrier padlock left 

open or with the digits unscrambled. 

 

Can you please make sure you leave the padlock 

in a secure state with the numbers scrambled 

when you open or close the barrier. 

I’ve been asked to remind members that we 

should only use the metal steps leading from the 

field immediately behind the clubhouse for the 

purpose of deliveries of heavy items and people 

with mobility issues. 



Coming up next 
Coming up next is a longer cycle ride, around the river 

Deben (although this will probably have been 

completed by the time you read this) 

Look out also for  

 Saturday 17
th
 May: the Yacht class Pimms party. 

 Friday 13
th
 June: a social walk around 

Waldringfield followed by food and drink. 

 Sunday 22
nd

 June: A barbeque at the Rocks. 

 5
th
 July: The regatta social with music from 

“Chasing Storms” and “Vocally Vintage” 

For full details of other events, including a family 

barbeque at the Rocks, and much more, visit the Social 

Calendar link on our website. 

http://www.waldringfieldsc.com/social_events.html 

Note: There is also a strong likelihood that we will 

resurrect the Waldringfield Golf day some time in the 

early Autumn, so look out for further announcements if 

this is of interest. 

 

Club boats 
Did you know that Waldringfield Sailing Club now owns several boats which are available for you to borrow? 

You may want to take out friends or family for a cruise or try racing in a different class. 

There is generally a small charge made to help towards the upkeep and maintenance, and each class has an appointed 

contact who will be only too pleased to speak to you and help you make a booking. 

The boats and their respective contacts are; 

For casual sailing: 
Wayfarer:  We have four Wayfarers used mainly for training purposes, which are available for members to 

use at other times 

Contact Oriel Laws o.laws@btopenworld.com or text 07932 405541. 

Charge £5 per day 

 

Mirror: We own one Mirror dinghy, and have a second on loan during the summer.  They are suitable for 

family sailing as well as racing. 

Contact Julian Rains jules_raines@hotmail.com or 01473736036 / 07585770792 

Charge £5 per day 

 

For racing: 
Laser: The Club Laser is competitive, relatively new and well equipped with a choice of 4.7, Radial and Full 

rigs. 

Contact Alan Hall alanhall833@btinternet.com or 07766 515553. 

Charge : £10 per day (or £5 for Wednesday evening) 

 

Lark: We now have a new club Lark in top condition.  A great way to try racing in one of our faster dinghy 

classes. 

Contact Aaron Woolf aaron_woolf@hotmail.co.uk or 07850 233445 

Charge : £10 per day (or £5 for Wednesday evening) 

 

Cadet: We own one Cadet (Atlanta) which is perfect for inexperienced youngsters getting started.   
We also have two boats on loan from the class association which are made available on a longer-term assignment 

(typically 3 or 6 months). 

Contact Neil Collingridge Waldringfieldcadets@ymail.com or 07973431662 

Charge None/ 
 

http://www.waldringfieldsc.com/social_events.html
mailto:o.laws@btopenworld.com
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News from the classes 
 

Squibs 
The Squib class is rarely seen in the Spring One 

series and sometimes not at Easter, but this year 

was different. This Easter we had a flotilla of tan 

“Fritillarias” emerging in the spring sunshine 

despite the cold, and we had a great, if tiring time, 

with seven Squibs fighting for honours. 

 

The preceding week we had a dozen Squibbers 

attend a Jim Davis talk on “The Squib Rig” in the 

Mossman Room. 

 

This season we will see more of the WSC Squib 

Fleet venturing further afield with 3 boats going to 

the East Coast Championships on the River 

Blackwater in June, and so far, 2 boats going to 

the National Champs at Lowestoft with two 

different boats the Broadlands Regatta at Oulton 

Broad. Both of these events are in early July. 

 

Training day 12th April 
A dozen members of the Squib Fleet listened to a 

really good talk by fleet guru Jim Davis on “The 

Squib Rig” and “How to Sail with it”. The two 

hours just flew by, much assisted by Jim's good 

humour and his ability to relate anecdotes! 

 
Photo courtesy of: Serica East 

Jim explained that the Squib rig is really very 

simple (that’s good for Squibbers). Because the rig 

has swinging spreaders you can't really “tune” it, 

but you just stick it in the boat at a prescribed 

distance from the transom and then set the forestay 

length at “X” to give you a set maximum amount 

of mast rake, for up wind work, Simples! 

 

Jim went on to describe the question of rig tension 

(often critical in a dinghy class) as being  

“shrouded in mystery”. For many years top Squib 

sailors have sailed with very slack rigging, but 

more recently there has been a trend to sail with 

tighter rigging. In Squib language this means hand 

tight not bar tight. Jim and helm Richard Cooke 

favour tighter rigging, as does Dave White who 

won the Easter Egg. 

 

These two “key points” are (I think) unique to the 

Squib. The third key point that Jim made is the 

importance of the “slot “between the jib and the 

main. Not unique to Squibs, as such, but quite 

difficult to correctly assess, because the Squib uses 

Barber Haulers on the jib with no class rules 

defining their position. Jim kindly provided a set 

of Squib layout diagrams for the hull and the rig 

and got us to fill in all the numbers/settings for a 

range of elements of the rig, so we could take a 

record away, and check our boats out. 

 

So if you do see Squib helms sailing to windward 

lying on the leeward side deck and looking to the 

heavens don't worry, they will just be “assessing 

their slots”...... please take avoiding action. 

 

Jim concluded his talk with a more details of sail 

settings in different wind strengths, and developed 

it into a question and answer session, on a variety 

of topics. 

 

An excellent talk, well presented and enjoyed by 

all. Thank you Jim. 

 

“Easy”  had to work hard for a breezy 
win........Squibs at the Easter Egg 
 

5 Club Squibs and 2 FFSC visitors turned out for 

the 2014 Easter Egg. Last year we had a no show 

and the year before we had 2 club boats and 5 

visitors. We could easily have had a couple more 

club boats so the trend is good, and it bodes quite 

well for the season. We will try to get some starts 

with double figures in 2014. 

 

The Easter Egg fleet split, more or less, into two 

groups. “Easy” (83) David and Alex White 

(FFSC), Artemis(36) Andy Moore and Pete 

Hallinan(FFSC, and “Ariel”(141) William Sudell 



and Jo McCardle(WSC)  duelled much of the time 

for the 1st three places. A bit further back “Mr 

Grumpy” 

(721) David Moon and Steve Condie (WSC), 

Barry Searle and Fiona Baker (WSC) in their “new 

boat “Ignite” (468) and “Gunpowder Gertie” (763) 

Pete and Jenn Greatrex(WSC) fought close battles 

for the second half of the fleet. “Ruby” (40) David 

Cannell and David Craig(WSC) performed well in 

race one, to gain a third place behind the “Ferry 

Boys”, but a head injury to crew David Craig 

forced their retirement from the series after that, 

which was a shame.  

 
 

On Good Friday we had relatively long courses 

and races. Race one and two had, generally but not 

exclusively, one sided beats from south of the 

island to Tips and Methersgate, followed by a 1 

and a 

 ½ mile “planning” run/broad reach to Galleons 

(wind against tide). This was good for practice for 

the Cork Plate with the occasional nose dive. Five 

hours on the water..... This was good practice for 

the Nationals! An early baptism by wind and water 

rather than by fire. 

 

In Race 1 “Easy” led at the windward mark 

followed by Artemis, Ruby, Gunpowder Gertie 

and Ariel. Gunpowder had spinnaker problems, 

her new kite cut through in three places- no don't 

ask how!, but she faded.  Ruby was still going well 

despite crew David bleeding badly following a 

“head butting” incident with the kicker/boom. He 

later observed that it was a good job they had a red 

and white spinnaker so the blood didn't show too 

much. You do need a sense of humour in 

adversity! Ruby didn't fade and went on to get a 

good third ahead of Ariel who had worked her way 

back into contention. 

 

 
In race two Gunpowder Gertie made a “great” 

start..... next time Peter....... try staying behind the 

line before the starting signal, or go back and start 

again! Ruby also seemed over and went back but 

sadly this was to retire “hurt” (with kind assistance 

from the rescue boat team). A shame because 

“Ruby” may well have upset the established order 

at the front half of the fleet based on their first race 

performance. The finishing order in race 2 was a 

precursor of the final result being 1st  “Easy”, 2nd 

Artemis, and 3rd Ariel. 

 

Race three saw a tighter, shorter course and the 

fleet was in close company round the windward 

mark, south of the club..........too close as “Easy 

“crunched “Ignite “on its début sail with new 

owner Barry Searle, when “Easy's” main sheet 

jammed. Artemis led at the start of the first close, 

cross river, reach, but chose, wrongly, to hoist the 

kite. This allowed Gunpowder Gertie and Ariel 

through to lead ready for the beat to Tips. There 

were a number of place changes within the fleet 

 on both the first and the second beats, the second 

now being on the ebb tide. Easy and Artemis 

fought back to lead despite Ariel’s best attempt to 

defend. Mr Grumpy also made progress securing 

4th place, behind the front three 

regulars.Gunpowder Gertie went AWOL in an 

easterly direction on the second beat, and slipped 

back. 

 

 Easter Saturday saw the wind generally moving 

more to the East, and there was less water 

necessitating short cross river beats and runs or 

reaches mainly in the restricted waters between the 

club and The Rocks. The Squibs were not lonely 

on Saturday! 

 

In Race 4 “Ariel” made an excellent start in clear 

air and had a good lead at the windward mark, the 

rest of the fleet were in close order on the first run 

down to Kirton. It looked for a long time that a 

WSC boat would take line honours for at least one 

race, but the “Ferry Boys” had not given up. Only 



on the last leg back to a club line finish did “Easy” 

finally squeeze through past Ariel going around 

the saltings headland opposite The Rocks to win 

again. Ariel was a very close 2nd with Artemis 

3rd. 

 

After lunch.... yes the OOD took pity on us and let 

us come ashore, thanks to the rescue boats for the 

ferry service, races 5 and 6 were held on short 

cross river legs with awkward little beats against 

the incoming tide. The fleet split tacks quite 

regularly but the 1st windward marks were still 

congested as boats approached on opposite tacks. 

Barry and Fiona in “Ignite” and still “sans 

spinnaker” were getting the hang of their new boat 

and recorded their best result of the Regatta- 

gaining a 4th place in race 5. Race 5 also saw 

Artemis steal a march on Easy by winning this 

one. 

Barry described his new boat as “quite sparky and 

responsive”- so this bodes well for more 

competitive sailing in the Squib fleet this year. 

 
From the Squib class point of view a very 

successful Easter Egg. Dave White maintained his 

grip on the Easter Egg Trophy, but faced good 

competition from his FFSC colleague Andy Moore 

and from William Sudell and Jo McCardle from 

WSC. There was close racing throughout the fleet 

with good boat speed shown by several WSC 

boats at various times. We hope to continue in this 

vein during the season, following a very enjoyable 

and exhilarating Easter Egg. 

 

Many thanks to all at the club who were on duty 

for the 2 days, both on the water and in the club 

/galley . On Friday evening some of the Squib 

Fleet took their weary bodies to the Social at the 

Kings Head in Woodbridge and were rewarded 

with good company, good food and a cheerful 

atmosphere. Our thanks to Nellie Nunn for doing 

the organising...excellent. 

 

Anti-fouling and the Deben 
The Squib fleet has always had to scrub to keep 

hulls in reasonable racing shape, but scrubbing is a 

separate issue of course from what underwater hull 

surface you are actually scrubbing i.e. what anti-

foul is best, both for its anti-growth and anti-slime 

properties, its smoothness and hardness to allow 

rubbing back during the season. 

Several boats have used copper coat for a number 

of seasons but have not been over-impressed 

because it is: 

a) expensive to buy and 

b) often requires professional application adding 

further to the cost. 

 

Those using it found that it does not last more than 

a couple of seasons, if you are lucky, therefore 

requiring expensive updating. And although it can 

produce quite a smooth surface, it can also 

“popple” and even “peel” in places. 

Finally it does not seem very much better as an 

anti-fouling than other products, and it is difficult 

to see brown slime on a brown copper coated hull. 

This season three boats have switched from 

Coppercoat to Nautix A4 T Speed, a French 

company product. The most popular colour is 

white for obvious reasons. It isn't cheap: £120 plus 

for a 2.5l can and you need a “Primacon” type 

barrier coat between it and the original copper 

coat. Some of the racing boats at HPYC use it as 

do quite a few of the Burnham Squibs, who don't 

dry sail, so it comes well-recommended. 

It has been relatively easy to apply and rub down 

and it seems both quite hard and smooth. We await 

results with interest, but would welcome any 

comments or observations from other club 

members with racing or cruising boats as to what 

they find works well in the River Deben. 

 

 



Larks 
The Larks have started the new season fresh from 

success at the Alton Water Frostbite Series. Alan 

Krailing and Annie Knott won overall, followed 

by Harry Pynn and Gemma Cook  in second, in a 

fleet of 35 boats. With five WSC Larks in the top 

ten, Waldringfield sailors produced excellent 

results. Many Lark sailors then enjoyed the 

festivities at Harry and Gemma’s wedding in 

February before returning to Waldringfield for the 

Spring Series where Chris Fish emerged victorious 

from the Pynns and Ian and Alyson Videlo in their 

new Rondar Lark. 

The Easter Egg meeting was attended by a good 

fleet of local boats. Racing in a brisk cold 

northerly breeze on Good Friday was dominated 

by Alan Krailing and Joe Hunt who won all three 

races, with many of the other main contenders 

taking a swim at some point; so at the end of day 

one it was the consistent team of Andrew Nunn 

and Clare Gosling who were in second place. By 

Saturday morning the breeze had moderated and 

swung to the east, so with the remaining races won 

by Chris Fish/Beth Condie, Matt Stearn/Kerry 

Robson and Matt White/Emma White the overall 

results became a lot closer. However two second 

places were enough to give Alan and Joe an 

emphatic victory overall. 

 

The latest exciting news is that the class has just 

acquired a new Club Lark – one of the latest 

Rondar boats, fully equipped to a very high 

standard and some excellent sails. This will be 

available to hire from the beginning of May by any 

Club member who would like to try one of the 

current style of Lark. It is a boat with a proven 

record and very competitive. If you would like to 

book this boat for a Saturday or a Wednesday 

evening please contact Aaron Woolf on 07850 

233445 or aaron_woolf@hotmail.co.uk. In order 

to cover maintenance costs we are making a very 

modest charge of £10 for Saturday and £5 for a 

Wednesday evening race.  

 

As a result of this we have the older club Lark to 

be sold: Sail number 2162, this is a Parker MkII 

Lark which has just been refitted for the season, 

with lots of new string and is complete with a 

couple of suits of sails, combi trailer/trolley, and 

cover. Price is £400, so grab a bargain today and 

call me on 01394 380358 or 

wsclarkclass@gmail.com ! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Seamark Nunn Club Points 
Did you know that Seamark Nunn now offer WSC 

“Club Points” on any purchase by a member, 

which we can offset against the Club’s own spend. 

Be sure to mention that you are a WSC 

member. 



Lasers 

 
 

The season got off to a great start, with 22 Lasers 

on the water for the first race on March 8th, and 

although turnouts have been up and down, largely 

due to the travelling commitments of many Cadet-

parent Laser sailors, we have already had a peak 

turnout of 30 Lasers for routine Saturday racing.  

The Spring 1 Series concluded with Laser "Super 

Saturday", a trial day of 4 short 2-lap sprints, 

which was very well received and thoroughly 

enjoyed throughout the fleet.  No less than 14 

Lasers qualified for the series (minimum 6 out of 

11 races) with Stephen Videlo showing 

devastating form to win convincingly, counting 6 

wins, - if he continues like this we might struggle 

to reach our customary 20 different race winners, 

as we have for the past 4 seasons!  Behind him, 

Hamish Stone put together a pretty consistent 

performance to secure 2nd overall, and Harry 

Ogden disproved the theory that success is all 

about "time in the boat", and despite infrequent 

appearances over recent seasons he just managed 

the requisite 6 races, including 2 wins which 

helped him to 3rd overall. 

 

 

The Easter Egg also went pretty well, with 34 

Lasers entered, split fairly evenly between the 

Standard and Radial fleets.  Again Stephen was on 

dominant form, counting 4 wins and a 2nd for a 

comfortable victory, with Graham Ireland from 

Royal Harwich in the runner-up spot, closely 

followed by Seb Balch. 

 
 

Chris Woodard 

Laser Radials 
What a fantastic start our newly established radial 

fleet has had to the season – plenty of boats on the 

start line and lots of competive racing in some 

very challenging Waldringfield conditions! 

 
The fleet is attracting many of Waldringfield’s ex 

Cadet sailors including Pip Dearlove, Will Everett, 

Cam and Ali Goodhead, Faye Gosling and Robert 

Keen and new additions such as Tom Barton, 

Nathan Geary and Christian Trett.    Altogether 

nineteen different sailors competed in the Spring 

Series, which was won by David Copp, followed 



by Bob Whitehouse, Charles Curry-Hyde and Tom 

Barton.    

 

We’ve had regular turnouts of nine or more (youth 

and adults!) at our Sunday training days covering 

sail setting, mark rounding and of course “how to 

achieve the perfect start.”    Less useful but highly 

entertaining at least for Charlie Dearlove who has 

run our recent training, have been the on the boat 

acrobatics including headstands whilst sailing and 

running round the front of the boat mid-gybe! 

 

Super Saturday, thanks to a masterful race team, 

was a huge success enjoyed by all laser sailors 

with four short competitive races rather than the 

traditional two, on the last Saturday of the first 

Spring Series.     We would certainly welcome the 

chance to do this again. 

 

 
Last weekend’s Easter Egg Open provided more 

full on windy racing (gusts of 30 knots rather than 

the predicted 15) with some spectacular capsizing 

by many of us attempting to gybe and flat out 

reaching when we were upright, across the river.    

A tremendous entry of seventeen sailors, including 

two visitors and some from the standard laser fleet, 

competed for the chocolate won by Chris 

Woodard, followed by David Copp, Charles 

Curry-Hyde, Pip Dearlove, Michael Haynes and 

Tom Barton.     Of our ex Cadets, Robert Keen, 

like Pip, also managed to complete all the races – a 

real feat given the blasting wind and freezing 

conditions. 

 
 

One of our current Cadet sailors Daisy 

Collingridge was brave enough to jump in a radial 

and compete in the Youth Nationals in Weymouth 

last week.     Mega capsizing in huge waves 

apparently but she came away with a very 

respectable 30th out of 51 in the silver fleet – not 

bad for a first timer against under 21’s! 

 

To come we have the Laser Fun Day on 1 June, 

traditionally a mix of team racing and short course 

racing that all us laser sailors love, the Radial 

Open on 15 June and our first Radial Youth Open 

on 29 June. 

 

Time to get out there and join the fun!      Sarah 

Cadet squadron report 

 
The early season has started well with great 

turnouts both for Club Racing and also for the 3 

Sundays of training sessions held so far where the 

Radials have also been out and have picked up a 

number of Cadets without crews who have 

nevertheless been able to get afloat.  

 

At home 
Willow and Cara won the first spring series from 

Ed and Faye and Archie and Hazel. 



 
A strong turnout of Cadets at the Waldringfield 

Easter Egg Open Meeting saw 50 young sailors in 

25 boats battling some eggtreme conditions on 

Good Friday and Easter Saturday. The enthusiastic 

home fleet were joined by visitors from 

Brightlingsea, Alton Water and Stone all 

assembling for some good competition on the less 

than benign River Deben. Willow and Cara 

continued their early season form winning 4 of the 

six races in The Great Escape. 

 
1st Willow and Cara Bland, The Great Escape, 6pts 

2nd Alex Page and Aaron Chadwick, Gnat, 9pts 

3rd Archie Penn and Hazel Whittle, Wizard, 21pts 

4th Sam Yale and Harry Chatterton, Out of the Blue, 

24pts 

5th Ed Harris and Faye Chatterton, Mostly Harmless, 

24pts 

 

Further afield 
A large number of the Squadron's Cadets have 

been training hard through the winter and are now 

part way through the Worlds Qualifier Series 

trying to gain a place in Team GBR for the Worlds 

at Weymouth this August. Willow and Cara won 

the first qualifier from 51 boats after a stunning 

second day display of confidence sailing where 

they scored 3 bullets. With up to a further half a 

dozen Waldringfield boats all vying for a place in 

the team of 10 the competition is set to be tough 

with events still to come in Weymouth and Stone.   

 

Worlds fundraising 
The Club has generously matched the Squadron's 

donation towards hosting the event at Weymouth 

and we will let you have details of fundraising 

events as the summer progresses. Watch out for 

the Great Cadet Bake Off and the Cadet Car Wash 

coming to a small village in Suffolk soon. Also the 

Squadron Leader has set the standard for sailing a 

Cadet around the island at 6 mins 47 secs - £5 a go 

(single or double handed - start and finish on club 

line and go round the withey at each end). There 

will be a prize at the end of the season. See Neil if 

you want to try. 

 

Any business wanting to help sponsor the event 

please go to 

www.cadetworlds.co.uk/eventsites/default_s.asp?e

ventid=178759 or have a chat to either Jackie 

McKellar or Geoff Harris. 

 

For the Nationals, Worlds and Promotionals we 

anticipate getting a dozen or more Waldringfield 

boats on the water. Anyone thinking of coming 

and not sure how it all works talk to Neil.  

 

Next up 

 Cadet and Radial training continues on 27th 

April. It's the last Sunday until October. 

 Half term cadet training is 26 to 28 May 

inclusive. Details to come. Please make sure 

you let me and Spunge know you are coming 

by end of April. There will be a limit on 

numbers and with the RYA Junior National 

Coach Johnny McGovern attending we expect 

visitors.  

 Cadet and Youth Radial Open is 28 and 29 

June. Sponsored by Anglia Factors and 

Crewsaver. 

 

Neil Collingridge 

 

Mirrors 
In February this year the WSC Mirror class sent a 

short survey to members known to own a Mirror 

dinghy to find out why they sail this class and how 

the club can support their sailing, if at all. To give 

you an idea of the size of the fleet at WSC, I am 



aware of 17 “families” owning 19 Mirrors between 

them.  

 
 

At our club the Mirror’s primary role is for parents 

or others to introduce children new to dinghy 

sailing in a safe and enjoyable boat. That the 

Mirror is sailed with main, jib and spinnaker 

means that children can more easily transition into 

the Cadet.  

 

The survey results showed that the Mirror racing 

opportunities are valued but that there are enough; 

Mirrors can be raced in any of the club’s eight 

Trophy handicap or pursuit races, in class racing 

during the three Open events (although it tends to 

be too cold at Easter Egg), on Wednesday 

Evenings and in the Summer 2 Saturday series.  

 

Locally there is competitive Mirror racing at 

Deben Yacht Club’s annual regatta. However, 

there is demand for more cruising, informal sailing 

(messing about!) and training. So in 2014 a small 

Mirror committee will organise one (initially) 

Mirror training event aimed at getting youngsters 

on the water to practice the basics and have a bit of 

fun. If this is successful, and there is demand, 

others sessions will be organised.  

 

For informal sailing, I wonder whether WSC 

should try to replicate the success of DYC’s 

fortnightly “Lazy Sailing” evenings, however, in 

the short-term the class will continue to join in the 

5 Junior Sailing mornings run by the Cadet class 

and also encourage the Mirrors to get out for a sail 

on Wednesday evenings and Saturday afternoons 

when there is the added benefit of club safety 

cover.  

 
For cruises, several were organised in 2012 & 

2013 - usually at short-notice (when was weather 

was sure to be good) - by anyone who wanted 

some company on their sail. The destinations and 

activities won't be a surprise to anyone ... the 

Rocks, the Tips and Ramsholt for picnics, 

crabbing and sharks' tooth hunting.  

 

Note that WSC does not provide safety cover for 

these cruises unless specifically requested and 

organised. These activities are of course open to 

all (although you won't need to bring a Mirror we 

do have 2 loan Mirrors available to members) and 

if you’re interested I ask you to join and use the 

Mirror email distribution list (waldringfieldmirrors-

subscribe@yahoogroups.com ). 
 

Julian Rains  

 

WSC 500 Club winners 
Month Winner Ticket 

February Roger Cooke 210 

March Margaret Lake 77 

April Peter Willard 47 

 

Births, deaths and marriages 
Paul Johnson. It is with great sadness that we record 

the death of Paul Johnson, a keen Wayfarer sailor and 

recent class captain on Saturday 19
th
 April.  Paul 

suddenly collapsed during a race whilst sailing with 

Roger Thompson, and despite the timely efforts of 

several expert medical practitioners, he could not be 

revived.  


